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In 2035, the world is ruled by a cold-blooded empress, Belladonna, who demands absolute
obedience from her people and prevents them from receiving education. The Lee family cannot
tolerate her dishonesty — her continual “swearing that black is white”. What could be the worst

thing that happens to them?
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SCENE 1 — Who was shot?

(Scene: Music fades in. Curtain opens to a depressing gloomy night which has fallen over a battlefield.
Two boys and two girls who are trying to escape. The escaping children are Charles, Caldwell, Cassie,
Chloe. They are brothers and sisters. With the help of their parents, they are trying to escape.)

(Caldwell)
(Quietly) Hurry up! Hurry up! They are coming! We're gonna get caught!

(Charles)
(Alarmed) Chloe, you got to run faster. They are coming after us!

(Cassie)
(Startled) They have found us! They are coming! They are so horrifying! We got to go!

(Chloe)
l...
(All of a sudden, Cassie discovers traces of blood on Chloe’s body.)

(Cassie)
(Shocked) Oh dear! What is that? Aw...

(ALL)
(Looking at each other, extremely petrified) What!

(Cassie)
(She finds some blood stains on her clothes)
Oh NO! Why is there so much blood all over her body? NO!!!

(Caldwell)
Guys, our little sister is bleeding.

(Charles)
(Astonished) Chloe! What is happening here?
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(Chloe)
(Looks weak and pale, moans) | was shot by ...them. Am | dying? Brothers and sister, | am so panicked. |
want to be with you! | am not ready to leave you!

(Caldwell)
No, you won't! (Trying to convince his little sister) We are going to save you! You will be fine!

(Charles)
Mum and Dad asked us to look after you, but we failed. It's my fault!

(Cassie)
Sis, hold up! You will survive. We will never leave you alone!

(Chloe has almost lost all of her sensation. A few seconds later, she passes out. )

(Cassie, Caldwell and Charles)
NO!

Collapsed in anguish, Cassie, Caldwell and Charles just stay in the corner of the room, a dark brooding
presence.)

(Caldwell)
(He is in the depths of his despair) Chloe, you can't do this to us! No!! | promised Dad and Mum that |
would take good care of you! Don't leave us please! PLEASE!

(Charles)
It was HER fault! She is the one who messed everything up! She is responsible for EVERYTHING! | am
going to kill her!

(Caldwell)
(Tries to stop Charles) Charles! You're making a fool of yourself! Don't be so impulsive!

(Cassie)
Caldwell is right! You are out of your mind! Charles, | know you are a warrior, but you need to stay calm.
SHE is the ruler, the emperess of our state! How can we take her down?
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(All of a sudden, a strange aggressive language spouts out.)
(Enter General Sean, evil soldiers and Belladonna, escorted by the Grand Chamberlain.)

(Soldier 1)
(Shouted) Wir ergeben unse! (He was kneeling and begging for his life)
Wir ergeben unse!

(Another soldier, who has got perfectly evil accent cunningly grins) Ha...ha...ha...

(soldier 1)

Téte uns nicht!

(General Sean)

What!? Don't kill you? You wish!

(soldier 2)
Wir wissen nichts Uber diese Familie!

(General Sean)
You know nothing about this family? Why do | believe your words? What if it is an implausible excuse? (To
other evil soldiers) Take them in the detention centre.

(The evil soldiers take soldier 1 and 2 away.)

(General Sean)

(Suspicious) Something smells fishy here! | am pretty sure the Lee family is here! (To his evil soldiers) Get
a search party going and find that family! And you! You’re coming with me.

(Two evil soldiers search around the area and they almost find the Lee family. They are approaching the

family.)

(Evil soldier 1)
We couldn’t find anything, Your majesty!

(Evil soldier 2)
There is nothing suspicious here, Your majesty!
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(Belladonna)
Where did they go? --- those knuckleheads born with curses! Let’s go search for another area!

(Belladonna, General Sean followed by the evil soldiers and the Grand chamberlain, leave the stage.)

(Cassie)
They are so daunting and horrifying! | almost screamed! They sent shivers down my spines!

(Charles)
Shhhhh! How dare you talk this loud?

(The evil soldiers, General Sean, the Grand Chamberlain and Belladonna come back silently. Not knowing
they have come back, the Lee family are now surrounded.)

(Evil soldier 1)
They are really hiding here!

(Charles)
You pretended that you were leaving!? | should have known it!

(Belladonna)

Oh! The world's last literate people are all here now! How extraordinary!

Who should I Kill first? The eldest brother Caldwell? Or the youngest sister Chloe?
Anyway, death welcomes you all ! Say bye to 2036! Hahaha...

(Charles)
We fear nothing! We have conquered our fear! At least we try to do the right thing!

(General Sean)
| am going to rip out your heart with my bare hands!
(To the evil soldiers) Three...two...one! Shoot!

(There is an instant sharp gunshot.)
(Blackout.)

(Someone)
Awwwwww!
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SCENE 2 — Absolute obedience!

(Curtains open to reveal a woman with several vassals standing by both sides of the throne. She is the
newly crowned empress, Belladonna.)

(Vassals 1, 2 and 3 and General Sean)

We pledge total allegiance to the throne!

(Empress Belladonna)

Welcome , my common people ! Loyal to your ONE and ONLY ruler! This is my holy empire!

(She smirks.) All of you kneel and pledge your life and loyalty to me.

(General Sean)
Your Majesty, it's our real honour to be your people. We will be staunchly loyal to you.

(Vassals 1, 2 and 3 and General Sean)
(Kneel) Loyal to our queen!

(Empress Belladonna)
(Very satisfied) That's my people. You may rise now!

(Vassals 1, 2 and 3 and General Sean rise and bow deeply to Empress Belladonna) Long may you reign!

(Empress Belladonna)
General Sean, do you know who the best teacher is?

(General Sean)
The...The dictionary?

(Empress Belladonna)
You silly, no one else can teach better than me! Now, are you ready for your lesson?

(Government officer 1, 2 and 3 and General Sean)
(Nod) Yes, my Queen!
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(Empress Belladonna)
Today, [I'll teach you what a horse is.

(Two officers take a board next to the Empress. There's a deer’s picture on the it.)

(Empress Belladonna)
See, this is a horse. It has got two antlers on its head...... Say after me, a horse!

(Government officer 2 and 3 and General Sean)
A horse!

(Vassal 1)
(Whispering) It's not a horse! It's a deer!

(Empress Belladonna)
What did you just say?

(Vassal 1)
Your Majesty, it's...it can’'t be a horse! It's a deer!

(Empress Belladonna)
(She smirks) When | say it is a horse, IT IS a horse.

(Vassal 1)
Your Majesty, it's...it's not the truth. You are swearing black is white!

(Empress Belladonna)
You are really a very bold and fearless fighter. (Sneers) But .. .. ..it is not appreciated! General Sean,
execute this knucklehead this afternoon!

(Vassal 1)
What! Your Majesty! What mistake did | make?

(Empress Belladonna)
Being too honest! This is MY empire, you only need to show your loyalty to ME! Remember, absolute
obedience! Take him down now!
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(Two soldiers show up and arrest Vassal 1.)

(Empress Belladonna)
From now o , education must be banished ! Kill whoever is educated so no one can violate my rules!

(General Sean)
Yes , your Majesty.

(Empress Belladonna)
NO ONE CAN BE EDUCATED!

(Lights off.)
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SCENE 3 — Conquer your fear

(Curtain opens to reveal a warm and cosy home with festive Christmas decorations. The song We wish
you a merry Christmas is playing. A family is singing a Christmas carol together. )

(ALL, singing and humming)
We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year!

(Dr. Lee and Mrs. Lee)
Merry Christmas, all my sweethearts!

(All children)
Merry Christmas, Daddy and mummy!

(Mrs. Lee)
Who wants to hear a story?

(All except Mrs. Lee and Dr. Lee)
(Raise hands) Me!

(Mum begins to tell a story.)

(Mrs. Lee)

It's a real story about someone called Leonardo da Vinci. He was not only a painter, but also an inventor, a
draftsman, a sculptor, an architect, and an engineer. Okay, who can tell me a thing that he invented?
(Caldwell)

I know! | know! The parachute!

(Mrs. Lee)
You're all correct. He also improved the printing press! He was really a man with knowledge and skills in a
number of different areas. Do you guys know why he was that knowledgeable?

(Chloe)
A man like him was born as a genius, mum!
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(Dr. Lee)

Honey, genius is made, not born. Leonardo was born out of wedlock to a poor family. Though he never
received any kind of formal education, he spent most of his time to watch builders and study the
mechanics of their cranes; observe the way birds fly.

(Mrs. Lee)
So you guys should know that human beings can liberate their unique intelligence in search of knowledge
and the truth.

(Dr. Lee)
One of my favourite quotes from him is: “Iron rusts from disuse, stagnant water loses its purity,

(Mrs. Lee and Dr. Lee)
and in cold weather becomes frozen; even so does inaction sap the vigors of the mind.”

(They both smile to each other.)

(Chloe)
(While she is looking at the cover of a storybook) Look! Horses! | like horses, Daddy and mummy!

(Dr. Lee)
Where are the horses, darling?

(Chloe)
(Showing the cover of the book) Daddy, can’t you see? They are on the cover!

(Dr. Lee)
What? They're NOT horses! They are deer!

(Chloe)
Daddy! What's wrong with you? They are horses! Everyone calls them horses.

(Cassie)

Chloe is right! Everyone calls them horses. My friend Julie and David do. My cousins Macy and Jennifer
also do. And Empress Belladonna calls them horses too!

10
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(Caldwell and Charles)
So do we!

(Mrs. Lee)
Honey, | have something important to tell you. You all know the ruler of our State, Empress Belladonna,
don’t you? She...she...indeed is not a good ruler.

(Charles)
Mum, why do you say so?

(Caldwell)
You never said those things before!

(Mrs. Lee)
I know. | never judge her in front of you because we think we should not gossip about people behind their
back. But...she has really crossed the line! It does really matter when she swears black is white! How can
she turn the deer to horses? She doesn’t want anyone to be educated to violate her rules.

(Dr. Lee)
Mum is right, so now we are teaching you secretly because we know knowledge is power. We must teach
the citizens before it’s too late.

(Cassie)
But how? The empress will find out about it easily if we do it.

(Caldwell)
It gives me goose bumps just imagining it.

(Suddenly, some angry door knocking sounds can be heard. Someone is knocking on the door loudly
and angrily.)

(All Children except Charles)
(Petrified) Daddy...

(They cuddle up to their father and mother. Charles remains very calm.)

(Charles)
They sound very angry and impatient!

11
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(Chloe)
Oh no! What if they are the troops sent by Empress Belladonna?

(Charles)
(Alarmed) No worries. Daddy and | will protect you! (Walk to the door) (He glances back) (He grabs
something from the table and is about to open the door.)

(Dr. Lee)
(Tries to stop his son) Charles, yes, you're right, we’ll protect our family. But kids, listen to the door
knocking sounds again! It's a set of secret passwords.

(They pay attention to the knocking sounds again.)

(Dr. Lee)
They are from my students.

(Enter Stephanie, Zeno and Gigi. The children are all relieved.)

(Stephanie)
Dr. Lee, what took you so long to open the door?

(Dr. Lee)
(He has a big grin on his face.) My children. Your appearance made their hearts miss a beat.

(Gigi, Stephanie and Zeno)
Good afternoon, Dr. Lee and Mrs. Lee. And all the lovely children.

(Caldwell)
Daddy, are they your students?

(Dr. Lee)
Yes, honey. Please meet Stephanie, Zeno and Gigi.

(They greet each other.)
Hi!

12
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(Zeno)
Dr. Lee, the question you asked last time was so difficult yet fascinating. We spent two days to search for
the answer. And we finally solved it.

(Dr. Lee)
So does fish ever feel thirsty?

(Zeno)
No, they don’t. Unlike land mammals which have to seek endlessly for water in order to stay hydrated, fish
basically live in water...

(Stephanie)
So they don't really feel that strong of an urge to drink water.

(Zeno and Stephanie smile and do a high five.)

(Dr. Lee)
Very impressive!

(Gigi)
So what are we going to learn today? | am so excited!

(Dr. Lee)
Mrs. Lee, who has an outstanding talent in History, is going to have a History lesson with you!

(Mrs. lee)
Yes, we are just learning about Leonardo da Vinci. And we have special guests today! They are ~~~
Caldwell, Charles, Cassie and Chloe!

(Caldwell, Cassie and Chloe freeze and hesitate. Caldwell steps forward a bit.)

(Caldwell)
But mum, what if the Empress find out? What if we got caught?

(Charles)
You guys are very timid! | fear nothing!

13
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(Dr. Lee)
Children, we all fear of something. Fear is a vital response to physical and emotional danger. But don't let
it keep you from doing what's going to make you great!

(Daddy approaches his kids, offering them the History book.)

(Daddy)
Children, please pursue the real truth. This city really needs you! It is dying!

(Mrs. Lee)

There are still tons of people who can't receive a proper education. You know what will happen in the
future? We'll all be fooled by the Empress! There is only one thing that can change this upsetting situation
--- knowledge. With the knowledge you acquire, you guys can teach other children to know the difference
between the truth and the falsehood.

(Zeno, Gigi and Stepanie)
Do the right thing when you think it is right.

(Daddy)
Don't let fear become the big wall in the way of hopes and dreams. Because of fear we don’t take chances
that could be rewarding. You've got to confront your fear!

(Chloe)
(Evasively, refuses to take the book from Daddy) I...I am sorry. | can’t. Don'’t force me to do it! | just can’t !

(Caldwell)
Dad and mum, it's matter of life and death! Who cares about the city?

(Suddenly, some angry door knocking sounds can be heard. Someone is knocking on the door loudly and
angrily again.)

(Zeno)

It's York and Vincent. They said they were coming.

14
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(Charles)
Let me answer the door.
(Without a second thought, Charles opens the door. However, whom he sees really startles him.)

(Dr. Lee)
No, Charles, they are not showing the secret knocks!

(Yet it is too late. It is General Sean with his troops. They enter the house and look around and find the
book in Dr. Lee’s hand.)

(General Sean)
(Malevolently) Excuse me! What's that? Is that a book?

(Evil soldier 1 takes the book out of Dr. Lee’s hand and opens it.)

(Dr. Lee)
Hey! It's......it'"s my book!

(Evil soldier 1)
(Reads aloud) Once upon atime......Leonardo da Vinci? Whao's he?

(General Sean)
It must be something about education. How dare you! (Points at the whole family) You! You're ALL under
arrest!

(Mrs. Lee)
(scared) What? This is......ridiculous! You can't just walk over everybody like this!

(Zeno, Gigi and Stephanie try to stop the evil soldiers from walking towards the kids. Dr. Lee and his wife
hold General's legs tightly and firmly.)

(Dr. Lee)
(To the four kids) Run, it's dangerous here! Hide in anywhere safe! Look after your sisters, Caldwell and
Charles. And......and remember what your mum and | said!

(Caldwell, Charles, Cassie and Chloe)
NO!

15
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(Mrs. Lee)
RUN NOW!

(Chloe)
(Cries out) Why did this even happen on Christmas eve? Why?

(The children escape. The rest of them got arrested.)
(Lights off.)

16
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SCENE 4 — We are the only hope now!

(Curtains open to an abandoned house which has been empty for quite a while because of the war.
Cassie and Caldwell are teaching some children in the house.)

(Cassie)

It's a real story about someone called Renaissance Man. Once upon a time, there was a genius called
Leonardo da Vinci. He was a brilliant genius who later became the leading figure of the Italian
Renaissance. Born in 1452 in Italy he was not only a painter, but also an inventor, a draftsman, a sculptor,
an architect, and an engineer.

(They are stunned and all listen in awe.)

(Jessica)
Wow! | was flabbergasted! That's very impressive! How can you remember this information? Where did
you learn it from? Sounds like you memorize it every single day.

(Caldwell)
Yes she does! And we all do...because our parents taught us that. We learnt it from the last few lessons
before they were caught...

(Cassie)
Brother...

(Tiffany)
Oh it’s five already. We'd better go before the evil soldiers suspect us. You know, during the war period,
everything goes crazily...

(Jessica)
Thanks for the class. I've really learnt a lot! See you all next Monday!

(The Lee)
See youl!

(Tiffany and Jessica leave the stage.)
(Chloe)
(Sobs) I miss Daddy and mummy...

17
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(Cassie)
It has been a year already! Are they still alive? Or they're...

(Caldwell)

Of course they are alive! You fool, don't be silly! Don’t you guys remember the promise we made to Dad
and mum? Pursue the truth! We have been teaching other children knowledge because we want them to
know the difference between the truth and the falsehood. And that's what our parents want us to do too.
Do you think they want us to act like him? (Pointing at Charles, who is sleeping at the corner of the room.)
(Chloe)

Charles, wake up! Charles!

(Cassie)
Charles! Can you hear us? It has been a year already! Time to wake up!

(Caldwell)
You cruel, inconsiderate, selfish monster! It was your fault!

(Cassie)
Caldwell, stop!

(Caldwell)
What!? Am | wrong? If he didn’t answer the door...

(Cassie)
Our parents would still get caught! In fact, we would all end up in jail. Caldwell, please stop making our
lives more miserable.

(Caldwell)
It bummed me out that he wasn't in jail but our parents are. It bummed me out that he even didn't feel
regret or sorry for Dad and mum.

(Cassie)
How could you know he didn’t?

(Caldwell)
By how? Sleeping all day long without doing anything else?

18
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(Charles pretends to wake up from a deep sleep.)

(Charles)
(Uses his pinky finger to clean out his ear) Who was making such irritating noise here?

(Caldwell)
(Angrily) Are you done? Enough! | can't tolerate that kind of behaviour any longer! | can't put up with you
anymore! (Wants to hit Charles)

(Chloe)
NO! Brother, we know Charles well. He is actually in great pain. That's the way he copes with it. Don't
you see it? (To Charles) Don't be too hard on yourself, Charles.

(Charles)
It was my entire fault! (He gives himself a slap.) | should not have answered the door...Who do | think |
am? A fearless warrior, huh? (He keeps slapping his face.)

(Chloe)
Charles...

(Cassie)

(Stops her brother) Charles, we all make mistakes sometimes. We do. There is no way to go back. But
how we come back from the mistakes matters! Don't let them become your fear! Move forward! Learn your
lesson!

(Charles)
| am sorry! | am so sorry, brother and sisters. | promise | will not be that impulsive. | will think before | act!

(Chloe)
| am so glad that you can face it. And Caldwell...

(Caldwell)
You've got to fix your mistakes!

(Charles)
I will try my best! | promise!
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(Cassie)
What can we do to save our parents? We seem hopeless...

(Caldwell)
There must be a way!

(Lights off)
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SCENE 5 — Strike back!

(Scene: Music fades in. Curtain opens to a depressing gloomy night which has fallen over a battlefield.
Charles, Caldwell, Cassie, Chloe are trying to escape. On the other side of the stage, General Sean is
talking to two escaping soldiers. A strange language spouts out.)

(Soldier 1)
(Shouted) Wir ergeben unse! (He was kneeling and begging for his life)
Wir ergeben unse!

(Another soldier, who has got perfectly evil accent cunningly grins) Ha...ha...ha...

(soldier 1)
Tote uns nicht! (Don't kill us!)

(General Sean)
You wish!

(soldier 2)
Wir wissen nichts Uber diese Familie! (We know nothing about this family)

(General Sean)
Why do | believe your words? What if it is an implausible excuse? (To other evil soldiers) Take them in the
detention centre.

(General Sean walks to the children.)

(General Sean)

| am going to rip out your heart with my bare hands!
(To the evil soldiers) Three...two...one! Shoot!

(There is an instant sharp gunshot. Belladonna is shot.)

(Belladonna)
(Collapses) Ouch! Why? Why did you shoot me?
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(General Sean)
...... Because | know you're a scheming devil! These young fellows showed me this book and told me a
story the other day. Then | know exactly your scheme!

(Belladonna)
(Staggers) What story?

(General Sean)

A story about the ruthless tyrant Emperor Qin (Qin Shi Huang) who persecuted intellectuals in order to
make his people to be loyal and obedient to him. He was a man of scanty mercy who had the heart of a
wolf. When he had got his way, he thought nothing of eating others alive. You know what? You are the
other Emperor Qin!

(Belladonna)
(Staggers) Why is it so?

(General Sean)

The way you fed the other officers wrong knowledge and used this opportunity to force them to do the evil
deeds are the same! You're using me ONLY! Do | matter to you? NO! And that’s why you didn't allow me
to be educated as well. These little knuckleheads got me thinking, and eventually | decided not to be too
loyal to the WRONG person.

(Belladonna)
It can't be true! The blood...

(Chloe)
The blood was fake! But it smells badly...Charles, | asked you to buy the fake blood with better quality!

(Charles)
This one cost 20 dollars cheaper! We're really good at acting. (Grins)

(General Sean)
My acting is better!

(Belladonna)
You traitor!
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(Charles)
Your evil rule is over, “your Majesty”.

(Belladonna)
Huh! Why are you guys so thrilled now? You think | am the loser? Don't forget one thing ---your parents
were executed already! They are DEAD! Hahahaha...

(Cassie)
(Shaken) You killed them? No way!

(General Sean)
No, they're not! They're all right. | told the guards to protect them and set them free...See, here they are!

(Dr. Lee and Mrs. Lee enter.)

(Dr. Lee and Mrs. Lee)
Oh my sweethearts!

(Caldwell, Charles, Cassie and Chloe)
Dr. Lee and Mum!

(They hug each other.)

(Charles)
Dad and Mum, | am so sorry! | made a huge mistake!

(Cassie)
No, we made a mistake too! We are afraid of being caught so we did not choose to do the right thing. We
are terribly sorry!

(Dr. Lee)
No, children, you did a good job! You have faced your fear and overcome it! Without your effort and
courage, the city can't restore its order and peace.

(Mrs. Lee)
We are so proud of you, kiddos! You're my heroes and heroines now!
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(They family enjoy their sweet bonding time. They embrace each other.)

(General Sean)
Does anyone still remember that | am here?

(The Lee family)
No!

(Blackout.)

(The End)
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